
Parents,  teachers, our school 

principal Marianne Feeney, 

Darrell Jones, Program     

Administrator of the Post   

Dispositional Program along 

with Marilyn Brown, Director 

all came out to show their 

support of this event. With the 

encouragement of many, our 

second annual brunch will 

always be an occasion to   

remember. 

-Renita Davis-Kelley,     

Chesterfield Detention 

Students at Chesterfield    

Detention were able to enjoy 

a new experience this winter: 

they were sous chefs for the 

day!  Mr. Darrell Jones,    

Program Administrator, 

brought in Chef James      

Nankervis, Jr. to teach the 

post dispositional students 

how to prepare brunch for 

their parents.  Chef Nankervis 

is the proprietor of several         

restaurants in the Richmond 

area.  He donated his time, 

talents and food for this event. 

Before the big day of the 

brunch, each student earned 

their ServSafe Food Handler’s 

Certification.  Chef Nankervis 

was quite impressed by their 

accomplishment.  The reality 

of the kitchen came to life as 

they learned different cooking 

techniques, industry standards 

and what it takes to follow 

their passions as a chef.     

Additionally, Chef Nankervis 

offered one of our students an 

opportunity to shadow him 

for the day and potentially 

work with him at one of his 

restaurants.   

Our beautiful state of Virginia is 

on the verge of a new season!  

While most are focused on the 

change in temperature and the 

signs of spring, the State Operated 

Programs office’s spotlight is the 

August state conference.  The 

theme for the conference is, “The 

Three R’s:  Review, Renew and 

Refocus.”   As previously       

announced, Dr. Michelle Borba, 

will be our keynote speaker.  She 

is an internationally recognized 

expert and author on children, 

teens, parenting, bullying and 

moral development. After Dr. 

Borba’s opening, the           

conference offer a variety of 

sessions including, “Before, 

During and After for an       

Effective Lesson Plan,” 

“Effects of Trauma on the 

Brain,” “Literacy in the      

Content Areas,” “Engaging 

Learners through Storytelling 

in the Classroom.” In addition, 

the event will offer              

opportunities for participants to 

join in renewal activities.  The 

state conference committee’s goal 

is to offer beginning/end of the 

day optional sessions including 

yoga, ballroom dancing, walk/

run, jam session, creative art and 

other activities. With such a    

diverse group of educators, our 

hope is that each and every     

person will find sessions of     

interest, growth and renewal.    

 

Sous Chef for a Day! 
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Puzzle Pieces 

Chesterfield GOES RED! 

Newport News Explores the Career World  
Newport News students are  

engaged in learning        

activities in relation to   

Career Clusters. Every 

week, students learn about a 

different career pathway. 

This week,  students learned 

about Architecture and       

Construction. Students   

reviewed videos, researched 

information from the      

Occupational Outlook 

Handbook, and built a   

Roller Coaster using          

K-Nex.   

Last week we delved into 

Agriculture, Food, and  

Natural Resources while 

students cared for JDS’ 

Greenhouse. Students     

developed the skills to care 

for a garden, water plants, 

replant and determine the 

overall health of all of the 

plants in the garden.  Every 

week students are engaged 

in career readiness skills 

relating to one of the  career   

clusters.  

-Carol Baker, Newport 

News Detention 

Did you know 1 in 3 women 

die of heart disease and 

stroke each year.  These are 

alarming statistics;          

Chesterfield Juvenile        

Detention Center celebrated 

National Wear Red Day with 

Go Red for Women on     

Friday, February 6, 2015, to 

help save women’s lives.  

Many of us are aware of   

individuals who have faced these 

challenges.  In support of their 

struggles and successes our   

wearing red demonstrates our 

unity with these amazing women.  

GO RED! 

 

-Renita Davis-Kelley,            

Chesterfield Detention 

individual puzzle pieces 

with symbols and words for 

the mantra we've chosen to 

highlight this year in our 

classrooms. When finished, 

each staff member first 

shared their idea with the 

group, then figured out how 

to fit their approximately    

3-4-inch piece into the 

whole scene. Completed 

and laminated, it now hangs 

in the hallway for all to see, 

occasionally sparking    

impromptu conversations 

on character values and 

how they all relate to one 

another. 

- Karen Montgomery, 

James River Detention  

James River and Henrico     

Detention Center's teachers 

are proudly showcasing 

their collaborative visions 

of character education for 

our students on a            

poster-size floor puzzle that 

was both informative and 

fun to create.  At a recent 

staff development meeting 

we each illustrated our   

S H A R I N G  O U R  P R O G R E S S  
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To stress the importance of numbers in 

everyday life, students at Highlands 

Juvenile Detention Center (HJDC) have 

been performing numerous hands-on 

learning activities in the mathematics 

classroom.  Mr. Honaker and Mr. Smith 

recently incorporated two warm-up   

activities in the math classroom to     

celebrate the 100th day of school and the 

30th day of the month.  To celebrate the 

100th day of school, students were    

presented with a ruler and 10 paper clips 

that were linked together.  The question 

posed to students was “What is the   

approximate measurement of 100 paper 

clips?”  Predictions were made,       

measurements were taken, and many 

students found that their initial          

predictions were not quite right.  To 

celebrate the 30th day of the month,   

students were told that they would be 

constructing a pyramid out of        

ping-pong balls.  The number 30 is 

known as a pyramid number.  Upon 

completion of their pyramids,       

students were then asked to figure out 

the next sequential pyramid number.  

Once again, predictions were made, 

stacking took place, and students 

learned that 55 is the next pyramid 

number in the sequence.        

Incorporating activities such as 

these into everyday learning has 

proven to be extremely         

rewarding for both students and 

teachers.  

-Adam Smith, Highlands       

Detention 

inspires the students to become 

lifelong readers by introducing 

them to books that appeal to 

their individual interests.  

Prior to Ms. Pearson’s visit, the 

Post-Dispositional residents 

formed a book club in which 

they read “Sway” and shared 

their impressions of the book. 

They were excited to meet the 

author, who then signed their 

personal copies of the book. 

After discovering how many 

aspiring authors we have here at 

RJDC, Ms. Pearson shared with 

them some practical advice on 

the challenges and rewards of 

the writing profession.   

-Anthony Kramer,                 

Rappahannock Detention 

The Rappahannock JDC       

Education Program was honored 

to host a visit by Kat Pearson, 

author of the novel “Sway.” The 

students were riveted as she 

read excerpts from her book and 

shared stories from her colorful 

life that inspired her to write 

this gritty, young adult novel.  

Her visit was a special part of 

“Library Day,” held once every 

two weeks at RJDC, during 

which Ms. Ashooh, a librarian 

with the Central Rappahannock 

Regional Library, spends the 

day meeting with each unit. She 

Author of “Sway” Visits Rappahannock 
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WANT TO JOIN 

THE  CHALLENGE??  

Who will win the 

award for “THE 

BIGGEST PUMPKIN 

in SOP?” For more 

information, contact 

Wendy Silverman! 

Horticulture Thrives in Christiansburg 

Students Earn County Certifications 
Thanks to a partnership 

formed between the LCJDC 

school program and the 

Loudoun County             

Department of Information 

Technology (DIT), select 

students in the LCJDC 

school program will now 

leave with certifications 

from the Loudoun County 

Government.    

Detainees complete work 

for three county offices in 

exchange for this            

certification.  For the 

Loudoun County Board of 

Supervisors, detainees scan 

archived emails into a laser 

fiche repository; the emails 

will be on the Internet as 

public information when the 

students finish the job.  For 

the Loudoun County Office 

of Building and              

Development, students 

quality control land map 

scans, documents, and bond 

packages, letting county 

officials know if the       

previously scanned         

materials need to be           

re-scanned or are ready for 

disposal.  In March,       

students will begin serving 

the Loudoun County Office 

of General Services by   

creating an archive of   

county utility usage.   

This partnership with the 

county will continue in the 

years ahead, with jobs being 

completed for some groups 

and other groups’ work 

starting.  The detainees’ 

fine work thus far has led to 

several requests for their 

services, ten certifications, 

and guaranteed job        

references for the detainees 

from Jakub Jedrzejczak, 

DIT administrator.  

 

- Kristin Weaver,      

Loudoun Detention 

present the final design to the 

client.   

For Valentine’s Day, students 

made bud vase arrangements 

and donated them to a local 

hospice and nursing home.  

Flowering hanging baskets 

will be planted in February, 

and in March, we will be 

starting our tomato and     

pepper plants for our spring 

sale.  In April we will be 

planting our cucumbers and 

squash for the sale, prepare 

our raised beds, and will 

begin planting our  vegetable 

The Horticulture program at 

the New River Valley Juvenile 

Detention Home is giving   

students hand-on horticultural 

experiences through seasonally 

applicable projects.  In        

December, students made 

Christmas Wreaths and   

Christmas table arrangements 

for our holiday sale and for 

their families.  During the   

winter months they are doing a 

landscape design unit, where 

students interview a client, 

learn about plant and         

landscape materials, draw a 

landscape plan to scale and 

garden. The food produced from 

the garden will go to our kitchen 

and to a local food bank.   

If you would like a bit of friendly 

competition, we will be           

attempting to grow “the biggest 

pumpkin” this summer. Who 

would like to challenge us? If 

you need any garden seeds please 

email me at wendysilver-

man@mcps.org.  I have plenty of 

free seeds available! 

- Wendy Silverman, New River 

Valley Detention 

S H A R I N G  O U R  P R O G R E S S  
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The weeks before winter break 

are always full of activity at the 

Merrimac Center.  This year, the 

staff took a dynamic approach 

to learning and, in the process, 

fully engaged students during a 

time period in which it is       

traditionally difficult to do.   

Merrimac Center Education 

kicked off their pre-break      

activities with an assembly   

featuring the “Gentlemen of the 

College”, one of 11 a cappella 

singing groups at the College of 

William and Mary.  The       

reaction of the students was 

heartwarming, to say the least, 

especially since very few were 

familiar with the a cappella   

culture.  The college boys were 

overwhelmed by the              

enthusiastic response and vowed 

to come back in the spring for 

an encore performance. 

Many Merrimac activities are 

designed to foster social and 

emotional development.  The 

first annual door decorating 

contest provided an opportunity 

for students to work together 

with each other and staff to   

decorate their classroom doors 

around a literary theme.  The 

results were truly stunning and 

featured wintery books and  

aphorisms that encouraged    

cold-weather reading.  The staff 

attempted to model good     

sportsmanship when the       

winning door was announced- 

with varying degrees of success! 

Mrs. Vaughan’s science       

students read the novel, The 

Immortal Life of Henrietta 

Lacks by Rebecca Skloot and 

built a mini-museum to        

illustrate the many aspects of 

the true story of the first human 

immortal cell line- HeLa.  The 

entire classroom was           

transformed with informative   

displays, audio-visual activities, 

and photographs.  On the day the 

museum opened, trained student 

museum employees acted as    

docents to guide participants 

through the exhibits. 

On the last school day before the 

break, students presented the  

annual reader’s theatre production 

of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas 

Carol.  Despite the transient    

nature of our population, the    

students always seem to rise to the 

occasion and pull off a             

performance that makes their   

directors proud.  Students were 

then divided into small groups to 

rotate through activities, including 

a trivia quiz, making gingerbread    

houses, and sculpting trees from 

pipe cleaners.   

-Gail Albert, Merrimac Detention 

 

non-fiction books and stories to 

study the events of history.  Quality 

literature can help teachers deliver 

content knowledge but it also allows 

students to immerse themselves in 

high-interest stories that integrate 

historical people and events.  Once 

students are involved in the story, 

teachers can continue to build on the 

narratives and engage students 

through hands-on experiences and 

critical historical thinking.  Students 

at CCCA have shown great         

enthusiasm for the historical  

literature units used throughout 

the social studies curriculum 

and are often heard talking to 

peers about the characters or the 

historical events taking place 

the stories.  It is always great to 

hear and see students excited 

about history and hopefully, 

these units will create life-long 

history students! 

- Jennifer Whorral, CCCA 

When most people think of  history 

class, their eyes glaze over and 

they have not so  pleasant       

memories of remembering dates 

and the names of people long since 

gone.  What many students do not 

see is that the study of history is 

really just story-telling – but with 

real people and real events.  The 

history classes at the               

Commonwealth Center for      

Children and Adolescents are    

using high-interest fiction and    

Making Sense of History  
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“What you focus 

on becomes 

reality. Everybody 

carries anger 

inside. But also 

happiness. Those 

who focus on 

anger will always 

be angry. Those 

who focus on 

happiness will 

always be happy.”  

Book Group Hopes to Change Lives 

CCCA Kids Care! 
Compassion is our focus 

trait for the month of      

February and the kids at 

CCCA did an amazing job 

on our project for Blue 

Ridge Area Food Bank. Our 

students did a Walk-a-thon 

and asked for pledges from 

the teachers and hospital 

staff to get donations of 

food. They walked each 

morning before school for 

four days. Our kids walked 

541 laps and earned pledges 

of over 1,300 food items!! 

They did an amazing job 

and truly knew that what 

they did made a difference!! 

The education/volunteer 

coordinator from Blue 

Ridge Area Food Bank 

came on Friday to talk to 

the kids about where their 

donations would go and 

how many people they 

helped through their efforts. 

It was great for the kids to 

see what a difference they 

personally made!!  

-Shelley Garrison and Tina 

Capuano, CCCA 

Dr. Mark C. Hopson,     

Assistant Professor with the 

Department of              

Communications at George 

Mason University (GMU), 

directed and kept the group 

engaged each week.  He 

skillfully challenged them 

with the book called    

Touching Spirit Bear by 

Ben Mikaelsen. The      

students easily related to the 

troubled young man in the 

story who lets anger and 

bitterness control his     

emotions and make poor 

life choices that have dire 

consequences for himself 

and others until he learns a 

better path to follow.     

Fairfax JDC principal, Mr. 

Eric Shaver, as well as   

several teachers,             

participated each week right 

along with the students.  

The book group concluded 

with a completion          

ceremony to celebrate the 

students’ accomplishments.  

It was a valuable and     

inspirational experience for 

all.  

-Nancy Simpson, Fairfax 

Detention 

Literature is often credited 

with having a significant 

impact on people’s lives 

and the Post Dispositional 

students at the Fairfax JDC 

School experienced this 

first-hand.  Each of them 

participated in a nine week 

long book group called 

Changing Lives Through 

Literature (CLTL) funded 

by the Fairfax Library 

Foundation. The literature-

based discussion gathering 

is intended to help at-risk 

youth expand their         

understanding and critical 

thinking skills through   

reading to better reflect 

upon their lives and their 

choices, and become more 

positive citizens in society. 

S H A R I N G  O U R  P R O G R E S S  
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Friday, February 6, 2015,    

Chesterfield Juvenile Detention 

hosted Charmaine               

Crowell-White who honored the 

life of abolitionist and American 

hero, Harriet Tubman.        

Crowell-White, who appeared 

in the movie Lincoln directed by 

Steven Spielberg, portrayed 

Tubman for students at the 

Chesterfield School.   Prior to 

her visit, students in Mrs. Pruett 

- Drewry’s classes discussed the 

life of Tubman and her contri-

butions to American History.  

Mrs. Crowell-White’s beautiful    

interpretation was well received 

by both students and staff. 

Tubman played a crucial role in 

the Underground Railroad   

freeing more than three hundred 

enslaved African Americans.  

She later served as a spy, scout 

and nurse during the Civil War.  

After the war was over, Tubman 

opened a school for freed slaves 

and worked tirelessly for    

women’s rights.  In later life, 

Tubman opened a home for 

“penniless, aged” African 

Americans.  Her              

humanitarian efforts and 

activism continued until 

shortly before her death in 

1913. 

-Terri Drewry, Chesterfield   

Detention  

a drawing.   

Think about this:  You could 

soon have your own personal 

drone to help you with your 

daily workout and keep tabs on 

your rate of improvement.  

Someday soon, your online   

purchases could be delivered to 

you by a friendly drone.  Now if 

we could just program them to 

help us avoid highway          

Several of the science classes at 

Piedmont Juvenile Detention 

have been reading articles that 

describe futuristic possibilities.  

One selection featured the use 

of drones by the civilian       

population to deliver pizza,   

patrol streets, study wildlife, 

and record sports events.      

Students had a chance to create 

their own drone and depict it in 

collisions with deer, that 

would be fantastic! 

- Nancy Walker,                  

Piedmont Detention 

Region 2000 Workforce and   

Goodwill Industries of the Valley 

was to bring awareness to my    

students of the job related services 

available to them.  However, it has 

led to bi-monthly trainings on    

career related topics at no cost to 

us.  The Workforce Training Coach 

has provided a different perspective 

to topics such as Dressing for the   

Interview, Conflict Resolution on 

the Job, and Consider Your Social 

Media Activity When Seeking a 

Job.  There are Workforce        

programs for teenagers all over the 

state.  If you would like more              

information, please contact 

hutchinsonlk@lcsedu.net. 

- Lisa Hutchinson,                

Lynchburg Detention 

The winter months often present 

challenges for taking Post D    

students out of the building and 

working in the Greenhouse/

Garden is simply not possible at 

our facility.  This has proven to be 

a great time to have community 

members come in to the facility to 

do mini seminars reinforcing Post 

D curriculum objectives.  My 

original goal in contacting Our 

Workforce Training  

Are You Ready for the Drones? 
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“To engage 

students, you have 

to engage their 

brains.”     

- Dr. John 

Almarode 

Holiday Treats  

Programming Superstar 
In late October 2014, the 

Post D students of James 

River participated in the 

Start from Scratch         

Initiative, sponsored by the 

Center for Educational  

Excellence in Alternative 

Settings. Over the course of 

three weeks, students were 

guided through a program 

where they used their own 

experiences to explore   

restorative justice, using 

writing, story boards, and 

animation. They learned the 

basics of programming   

using Scratch, an online 

software platform provided 

by MIT.  The students were 

inspired by a TED Talk by 

Shaka Senghor, who was 

incarcerated for a murder 

committed when he was 18 

years old. They were then 

asked to use the Scratch 

programming platform to 

create short animation  

pieces on the theme of   

restorative justice. Their 

work was entered into a 

nationwide contest, judged 

by Mr. Senghor and several 

scientists and engineers 

from MIT.  

A student from James River 

was honored with the prize 

for best Technical Quality. 

She won $25, a certificate 

commemorating her 

achievement, and a personal 

message from Dr. Shaundra 

Byrant Daily, professor of 

Computing at Clemson  

University. Her winning 

project can be viewed at 

www.scratch.mit.edu/

projects/31672972/, and the 

Scratch contest              

announcement page is          

located at in-

fo21138.wix.com/

scratch2014#!2014-contest-

winners/c1b50. We are 

looking forward to this 

year’s contest! 

 

-Michele Andrews, James 

River Detention 

leaving for winter break. 

We decided to show our 

appreciation to students and 

staff by having an ice cream 

social.   

The students picked their 

favorite flavor of ice cream 

and were provided with 

many toppings from which 

to choose. Can you believe 

it? Strawberry was the   

flavor favorite!  Also, we 

can’t forget the holiday 

cookies, the cookie monster 

would have been proud!  

The students were greeted 

with holiday music,      

teachers, staff,                   

administrators, and our  

director Marilyn Brown.   

"To engage students, you 

have to engage their 

brains," said Dr. John 

Almarode, assistant       

professor at the College of 

Education at James 

Madison University.  

Dr. Almarode 

charged teachers this 

summer, at a        

conference, to mix it 

up and use novelty to 

engage students. 

At our last faculty 

meeting for the year, 

our school principal, 

Marianne Feeney, 

suggested that we do 

something special for 

our students before 

When students visibly see 

that you care, they perform 

better in the classroom. To 

that end, we mixed it up and 

celebrated our student   

successes. Activities outside 

of the classroom, build  

relationships that help with 

the rigor of classroom    

assignments. 

 

- Renita Davis-Kelley, 

Chesterfield Detention 
 

S H A R I N G  O U R  P R O G R E S S  
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Social studies students at the        

Shenandoah Valley Juvenile Center 

simulated what is arguably the most 

important Supreme Court Case in 

United States History:  Marbury v. 

Madison, 1803.  This Supreme Court 

established the court’s ability to     

determine the constitutionality of 

laws, known as “judicial review.”  

Although the complex facts of the case 

challenged the students, the drama of 

the actual historical case helped focus 

the attention of the participants.    

The case was updated and simulated 

as if it was occurring under the current 

administration of President Obama 

(instead of Thomas Jefferson) and     

President GW Bush (instead of John   

Adams).  The historic cast of 

“characters” included Chief Justice John 

Marshall, Justice of the Peace nominee 

William Marbury, Secretary of State 

James Madison, Thomas Jefferson and 

James Madison.  Depending on the size 

of the classes, students were assigned 

roles as associate justices and lawyers for 

the plaintiff and defendant, etc.   

Once the Justices rendered their decision, 

the students found out about the actual 

1803 case, including the actual characters 

involved and the decision of the Marshall 

Court.  One memorable student question 

upon discovering the true case was, 

“Why don’t you use the actual names 

and court case [instead of simulating it 

as a current case]?”  In a couple of  

classes, the teacher had to take on the  

roles of missing students.  One Chief 

Justice found the teacher in contempt of 

court for forging an official document, 

sentencing him to 20 years!  Needless 

to say, although no classes complained 

about the activity, at least that one class 

enjoyed the simulation. 

- Tim Copeland,                               

Shenandoah Valley Detention  

hidden somewhere in the bird. 

The installation featured the 

work of 22 resident artists and 

could be viewed on the north 

hallway during school hours.  

- Lauren Orndorff, CCCA 

Inspired by the story of Sadako 

Sasaki and the Thousand Paper 

Cranes, students at CCCA have 

created an installation of      

origami cranes. The installation 

was on display during Spirit 

Week. Each crane represents a 

wish made for another          

individual at CCCA and       

features that individual’s name 

Graser were very delighted 

when The Boys in the Striped 

Pajamas, Woods Runner, and 

several books from the Urban 

Underground Series were    

sponsored and shipped for the 

new library free of charge.  The 

students have been enjoying the 

books and have been literally 

reading them off the shelves!  

They were very 

encouraged by the 

donation and are 

already requesting 

additional books for 

the library. 

- Laura Graser, 

W.W. Moore Detention 

Shortly after the Holiday Break, 

the new library at W.W. Moore 

Jr. Detention received a        

donation of books from        

DonorsChoose.org!  Ms. Graser, 

the English Teacher, made a 

request to the online donation 

website for books that the    

students requested for the      

library.  The students and Ms. 

Library Donations 

Wishing Cranes 
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“The time is 

always right to do 

what is right.”  

Martin Luther 

King, Jr.  

Students decorated 

the ceilings of     

Chesapeake with 

creative book—

inspired tiles!   

MLK Day of Service 

Commercials for Healthy Living  

Book-Inspired Ceiling Project 
The students at Chesapeake 

Juvenile Detention Center 

were asked to design ceiling 

tiles for the library. The 

librarian had seen a student 

decorated ceiling at another 

school and thought it could 

be a wonderful way to    

display student art work. 

Each student selected a 

book and created a ceiling 

tile inspired by the book 

cover. The students could 

reproduce the cover or   

create a new design they 

felt captured the spirit of the 

book. The students drew a 

design plan that was one 

quarter of the size of the 

tile. Planning is an          

important skill that most of 

the students are working to 

develop. When they had a 

suitable plan drawn up they 

painted the design on a 

poster board cut to the size 

of the ceiling tile. The    

students used acrylic paint. 

The posters are placed in 

the grid of the ceiling. The 

project took about three 

weeks. The tiles are on   

display in the library,     

cafeteria, and main hall of 

the Chesapeake Juvenile 

Detention.  

- Debbie Hiryak,           

Chesapeake Detention 

commercial that encouraged 

healthy living.  One group     

created and performed a rap in 

their commercial; another group 

did a takeoff on a popular       

fast-food chain, complete with 

sound effects; still another 

group made colorful visual    

displays and wrote dialog to use 

in their commercial which     

featured background sounds of 

New Orleans jazz.    

In health and physical          

education classes, students are 

encouraged to make healthy 

food choices, exercise, and 

take care of themselves.  In a 

recent biology lesson they 

learned of the dangers of     

certain chemicals found in   

potatoes, cereals, coffee, and 

toast.  After reading and      

discussing the article, students 

had an opportunity to make a 

To celebrate the students’ efforts 

and showcase their talents, Mr. L 

(HPE Instructor) videotaped their 

commercials.  Staff and students 

enjoyed watching the commercials, 

but the biggest laughs resulted 

from the outtakes before the final 

tapings.  Hopefully, the experience 

will remind all of us to make 

healthy choices in our lives. 

- John Lesniak,                         

Piedmont Detention 

The food collection was 

donated to God’s         

Storehouse as a means of 

giving back to the         

community.                   

Representatives from God’s          

Storehouse stated that the 

food would be used to help 

feed the increasing number 

of families needing        

assistance. There is a     

feeling of exuberance 

knowing you have given aid 

to others. 

-Lillie Jacob,                    

W. W. Moore Detention 

The Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. holiday was     

celebrated in a special way. 

The education and detention 

staff accepted the challenge 

to sponsor a special project 

as part of the MLK Day of 

service.  W. W. Moore’s 

education and detention 

staff joined together to   

collect canned food items.  
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To help meet community service 

hours, Darrell Jones, Program       

Administrator, has coordinated with 

the Chesterfield Food Bank for the 

post dispositional students to        

volunteer every other Friday.        

Students will volunteer, not just 

through the holidays, but for the    

duration of their tenure in the        

program.   

I was amazed at how smoothly the 

operation evolved. After reflecting on 

the needs of our community, the post 

dispositional students orientated me 

quickly on what, and how, I should 

do things.  It was my first time being 

part of the team. The first hour was 

spent separating, sorting, organizing 

and placing food in the grocery carts 

while taking multi-step directions 

from the coordinators of the Food 

Bank.  Although it felt like a matter of 

minutes, before we knew it, we were 

into the second hour.  The students 

and youth supervisors were in charge 

of escorting Food Bank recipients to 

their cars, helping them load their 

items into their cars.   

Mr. Jones and I were responsible for 

managing the conveyor belts while 

reloading bins 

of food for the 

students to 

carry to     

various      

locations and participants.  At the end of 

the shift, 139 residents of Chesterfield 

County were fed.  As we finished our 

part, the second shifts of recipients were 

waiting to enter the building. At the end 

of the day, all of the post disposition 

volunteers left feeling like they had made 

a difference. 

- Renita Davis-Kelley,                         

Chesterfield Detention 

student to check out. This donation 

has helped the library’s overall      

circulation climb over 2500 total 

books.  Every book helps our students 

be better readers and will help        

increase the average monthly book 

checkout rate of 497 books. 

- Gordon Blair,                              

Newport News Detention 

For the second time, community 

members and students at Old 

Dominion University have led a 

book donation drive that they 

have donated to the library at 

Newport News Juvenile         

Detention.  This year the book 

drive collected and donated over 

400 books which have been    

catalogued and shelved for the 

We chose to decorate kaleidoscopes  

as a follow-up activity to a unit on 

radial symmetry that pulled together 

math vocabulary,  observation of   

radial symmetry in nature, and the use 

of elements and principles of design 

in art. 

-Jennifer Legaz, Roanoke  Detention 

Students at Roanoke Valley 

Juvenile Detention Center  

made cards for residents in the 

hospital as a December  holiday 

activity to express their empathy 

for others also away from home.  

They  also decorated             

kaleidoscopes to be given  

young kids in the Emergency 

Room over the winter holidays.  

Kaleidoscopes for the Children 

ODU Book Drive 

Student Volunteers from ODU      

donated over 400 books for Newport 

News Detention’s library.  
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New River Valley Hosts Open House 

“The Best Assembly I Have Ever Attended!” 
Storytelling is an ancient art. 

From cave paintings to books to 

movies, we have always        

enjoyed a good story.           

Rappahannock JDC Education 

Program was pleased to recently 

host internationally known    

storyteller and self-proclaimed 

origami swami Megan Hicks. 

Ms. Hicks describes storytelling 

as “pulling art from thin air.” 

Says she, “Storytelling is just 

talking to yourself until you’ve 

connected with your listeners 

and engaged their                   

imaginations.” (Hmmm...talking 

to myself? I can do that!) 

Megan spent a magical hour 

sharing stories with all of our 

students. It was rewarding to see 

expressions change from      

skepticism to engagement even 

as the first story unfolded.   

Comments afterwards ranged 

from "How do you remember all 

those stories?" to "This was the 

best assembly I have ever      

attended!"  

Our girls later met with Megan for 

origami stories - interactive      

narratives that tell the steps of 

folding paper as part of the story. 

The tale ends and you are holding 

a wonderful origami surprise. 

Storytelling engages our          

imaginations and builds literacy 

skills. You don't need any special 

equipment to enjoy a good story, 

just your imagination and the 

power of listening. 

 

-Carol Collins, Rappahannock 

Detention 

refreshments served by the 

students.  Classroom visits 

where teachers discussed their 

instructional programs and 

shared samples of the student’s 

work, was the focus of the 

event.  Following the tour, 

visitors had the opportunity to 

talk with the students and ask 

them questions about their   

educational experiences at the 

detention home.   

Several of the visitors          

remarked how much they    

enjoyed talking with the      

students.  One guidance     

counselor remarked how the 

opportunity to tour the facility, 

“has served to dispel many of 

the myths” she had heard about 

the program.  “I thought that 

the grades the students earned 

at the detention home were 

inflated when in actuality the 

expectations here are every bit 

as high as those in the public 

school.”  One visiting principal 

stated,   “This has certainly 

been an eye opening            

experience for me.  I used to 

believe that students should not 

receive credit for the classes 

they take at the juvenile      

detention home when in     

actuality they are earning every 

grade they receive.”     

The attendance at the first open 

house was not as high as we 

would have liked.  However, 

the educational staff believes it 

is important to host this event 

annually.     

- Keith Rowland, New River 

Valley Detention  

On December 16, 2014, the 

Educational Department of 

the New River Valley        

Juvenile Detention Home 

hosted its first Open House.  

Formal written invitations 

were extended to judges,  

parole officers, school       

division superintendents, 

building level administrators,       

detention home                

commissioners, school    

guidance counselors and  

business partners. The      

purpose of this event was to 

help those individuals who 

have a vested interest in our 

students develop a clearer 

understanding of the          

educational program provided 

at the detention home. 

Attendees participated in a 

student led tour of the facility 

and were treated to              
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The shelter children at         

Shenandoah Valley Juvenile 

Center had the opportunity this 

year to attend two plays at the 

Blackfriars Playhouse in     

Staunton, Virginia.  The first, on 

December 10, 2014, was “A    

Christmas Carol” based on the 

story by Charles Dicken’s.  The 

second was Shakespeare’s “The 

Taming of the Shrew” on     

February 5, 2015.  Both stories 

were taught in their English 

classes so that the students 

would be prepared to compare 

and contrast the play with what 

they knew from the movies and 

the written story.  At each play, 

students were invited to sit on 

stage during the production, 

which they found immensely         

exciting.  Afterward, students 

enjoyed a cookout back at the 

facility where they were able to 

discuss their thoughts and     

experiences with teachers, staff, 

and each other.  The success of 

these outings has been an      

impetus for the center to       

continue to look for plays at the 

Blackfriars Playhouse that the 

children at SVJC can  attend 

and develop an understanding 

and love of Shakespeare. 

-Helen Buller,                      

Shenandoah Detention 

Supreme Court Justice of the 

US Supreme Court; Thurgood 

Marshall,  the first African-

American on the US Supreme 

Court; Michelle Kwan, first 

generation Chinese-American 

figure skater and two-time 

Olympic medalist, five time 

World champion, and nine time 

US champion; Ralphe Bunche,  

the first African-American to 

receive the Nobel Peace Prize;  

Dr. Charles Drew, an African-

American doctor who did     

research in the field of blood 

transfusions.   

Students were more appreciative 

of our diverse society after    

being able to learn about the 

sacrifices and accomplishments 

that have been made by many to 

make America a strong and 

great nation. 

-Rodney Forrest,               

Lynchburg Detention 

On February 5, 2015 our Social 

Studies Teacher Mr. Forrest and 

Science Teacher Mr. Boling 

collaborated in teaching a lesson 

on the importance of diversity in 

American society.  The students 

were asked to give in their own 

words the definition of diversity 

and discuss how American    

society could function if       

diversity were not recognized 

and valued as an essential     

ingredient of our culture.      

Students agreed that without a 

diverse society life would be 

rather boring.  Students were 

given the opportunity to        

research persons who have 

made significant contributions 

to American society.   

Excitement was generated 

throughout the classroom as 

students had the opportunity to 

share their findings with their 

peers.  A few of the persons 

presented in the students reports 

were: Sonia Maria Sotomayor, 

the first Hispanic female      

Brotherhood Recognition Month 

“Sit by my 

side, and let 

the world 

slip: we shall 

ne'er be 

younger.” 

-William 

Shakespeare 
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Holocaust Survivor Visits 

Climbing Wall at Newport News 
Newport News Juvenile 

Detention teachers teamed 

up this year to tackle a 

gymnasium-sized project 

together… a brand new, 

custom-designed climbing 

wall!  The school’s art   

therapist, Erin Kemp, and 

physical education teacher, 

Todd Barker, often        

collaborate on their lesson 

plans in order to emphasize 

healthy lifelong habits and 

social/emotional learning 

for the students. Recently, 

they were proud to team up 

and install a lateral      

climbing wall, which the 

students use daily to      

practice problem-solving, 

cooperation, goal-setting, 

and healthy risk-taking. The 

wall is forty feet wide by 

ten feet high, and was    

transformed into a lifelike 

rock face in a mural created 

by teachers and student 

volunteers. The wall       

includes 5 courses with 

varying levels of difficulty 

from beginner to advanced. 

This motivates the students 

to progress through the   

various levels while      

pushing themselves to    

succeed and also cheering 

on their peers!  

 

- Erin Kemp and Todd 

Barker, Newport News   

Detention 

through the war against 

nearly insurmountable odds. 

After the war ended, they 

made their way to Africa, 

where Dana went to school, 

eventually graduating with 

a secretarial degree. In her 

early ‘20s, she immigrated 

to the U.S. and settled in 

Washington D.C., where 

she married and raised a 

son. Ms. Cohen currently 

resides in Hampton Roads. 

Her story helped students 

and staff better relate to the 

hardships experienced by so 

many during the Holocaust. 

The biggest lesson from 

Ms. Cohen’s visit: despite 

almost unthinkable hardship 

and suffering, a person can 

rise above his or her             

circumstances, persevere, 

and lead a full life. 

-John Kren,                   

Chesapeake Detention 

On January 29, 2015,    

Chesapeake Juvenile     

Detention Center hosted a 

Holocaust survivor-- Ms. 

Dana Cohen--who shared 

her inspirational story of 

survival with the students 

and staff. When WWII  

began, Ms. Cohen was a 

young child and her father 

was an officer in the Polish 

military. The Russians sent 

Dana and her mother to a 

labor camp in Siberia, 

where they survived 

Ms. Dana Cohen,            

Holocaust Survivor and 

Chesapeake Visitor  
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their car would travel. They had 

two ramp heights to run their 

trials and needed to predict 

which would have the greatest 

impact on distance.  Many were 

surprised to conclude their    

hypothesis of the higher ramp 

height did not always have the 

best results. This brought us into 

the discussion of what variables 

On January 23, 2015, CCCA 

students had a full day of    

building, racing, measuring and 

drawing conclusions!! By  

working through the scientific 

method and using recycled ma-

terials they built “race cars” and     

analyzed the effects of weight, 

axle alignment, wheel size, and 

ramp height on the distance 

have a greater     

impact on a steep 

incline.  CCCA    

students did an    

awesome job and are ready 

for pit crew!! 

-Tina Capuano and Shelley 

Garrison, CCCA 

For example:   

 

 Patterns: GED students 

looked at graphs and made 

predictions for future parts 

based on patterns seen 

 Patterns: Reading students 

looked at patterns within 

words (morphology). 

 Slope: Students will discuss 

slope when they graph their 

BMI from the scales in 

health/PE class as well as 

after graphing their change 

each month for their STAR 

measurement. 

 Equation of Line: PostD 

students compared two 

charts and used math terms 

and formulas to compare 

them. 

 

Whether it be using correct 

mathematical terminology or 

interpreting a graph, students 

are being exposed to            

mathematics and mathematics 

vocabulary in every classroom.  

 

- Kim Bomba, Barbara         

Kaminski, and Jenna Gradwell 

from Chesterfield Detention  

Finding a way to target math 

skills across all content areas 

has been a journey of           

collaboration.  Math is not only 

taught in the math classroom, 

math literacy is taught in every 

classroom.  The math teacher 

and the reading specialist are 

working together on vocabulary 

words and concepts that will be 

used in the math classroom that 

week.  Students learn and     

practice the words in the      

language arts/library classroom. 

This allows the math teacher to 

teach the content   using the 

vocabulary the students have 

been exposed to previously.  In 

addition, all teachers in the  

facility are increasing the use of            

mathematics in their classroom 

by finding innovative ways in 

which they can incorporate 

math.   

Targeting Math Literacy 

CCCA Goes the Distance! 



Thanks to everyone who submitted articles 

for the Sharing Our Progress newsletter this 

year!  

  

Articles must be submitted the 15th day of 

the month before the publication. 

Newsletters will be published on the 1st of 

October, December, March, and June.  

Submit articles in MSWord  

format to:  

sharingourprogress@gmail.com 

A few guidelines for articles:  

1. Provide articles that are 75-200 words in 

length. If you have more information to 

offer the field, include your email so that 

you may be contacted.  

2. Provide author’s name at the end of the 

article.  

3. Submit graphics as JPGs or GIFs.  

4. Submitted articles written by you or your 

staff.  

State Operated Programs  

Thanks for all your support and contributions to our newsletter!!  


