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NASA and Space Exploration at CJSC

Lincoln Visits


J U N E

NASA has touch down at
CJSC!! Students were treated
to a presentation by the
Outreach Department from
NASA Langley. The NASA
program was an interactive
curriculum that taught the
basic principles of science,
aviation and space
technology. The students
were challenged to develop
inquiry skills and use the
supplied materials in a
hands-on investigation to find
solutions to scientific

-John Kren, Chesapeake JSC

Merilee’s Message
Social Emotional Skills are used
every day as we communicate and
interact with ourselves and others.
As we prepare to depart for the
summer, take a few minutes to
reflect on your school year.
Imagine yourself arriving at the
facility on a typical day. Were
you running late? Did you have
an argument with your children or
spouse? Have you made your
lesson plan? Do you feel
physically well? Examine your
thoughts. Are you managing your
own emotions effectively? For
example, are events from home

influencing how you interact
with others in your work
environment? Are your
emotions spilling over to
colleagues or to your students?
As we experience life, it is up to
us to model the necessary social
emotional skills. If we expect
our students to handle their
challenges in our settings, we
have to be able to show them we
can overcome our own daily
struggles.
I had a discussion recently about
zero tolerance. My question is:
What is zero tolerance? The

person explained that zero
tolerance is a policy that expects
students to follow every rule 100%
of the time. How many of us could
be followed on a continual basis,
with our every move documented,
without making an error? As we
leave our work environments for a
summer break, take some time to
think about the model YOU have
been for our students. Is it the
same model you will present when
you return? Do you have room for
some social emotional growth?
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Students mine
chocolate chip
cookies!

The Lorax and The Great Smokey Mountains
At Blue Ridge Detention, Mr.
Sellers’ Science classes and
Ms. Crouch’s History classes
teamed up to do a lesson on
the environment and how to
protect it. Students first
learned about Dr. Seuss and
his philosophy of using
literature to promote a cause.
Many of the students were
surprised to learn that Dr.
Seuss was also famous for his
political cartoons, and they
were given a chance to
analyze one. After reading
The Lorax in class, students

then strip mined a chocolate
chip cookie and were able
to see the effects of mining
on the environment.
Mr. Sellers and Ms. Crouch
then shared the history of
the Great Smokey
Mountains National Park,
and the harm that logging
has caused, as well as the
effort of the US Government and private individuals to save the land. Students then compared the
story to The Lorax.
To finish the project, Mr.

Allen allowed the students
to research either an
environmental activist, an
environmental agency, or
an environmental disaster.
The students then created
either a PowerPoint, essay,
or poster to present their
findings. As one student
said after reading The
Lorax, “You can learn stuff
everywhere!”
-John Sellers and
Tomacine Crouch,
Blue Ridge JDC

PI Day at Chesapeake
CJS students and teachers
spent a totally irrational week
running around in circles
culminating in the celebration
of PI day on March 14th. Mrs.
Smith introduced the students
through a dramatic reading of
“Sir Cumference and the
Dragon of Pi” (Cindy
Neuschwander). Both
residents and staff applauded
the recitation. Students took
notes using the Frayer Model
(thinking map) on parts of a
circle and formulas with Pi.
“The Story of Pi Day…An

Irrational Truth” written,
illustrated, and narrated by Mr.
Galbreath (math teacher) really
impressed students and staff
because no one recognized his
voice. If you want to share this
with your students, check it out
on YouTube.
Many circular activities were
completed including working
collaboratively with the English
department to produce a HAIKU
-renamed PIKU for the week in
the round. Using the PIKU, our
literacy coach met with all
students to create a PowerPoint

presentation including images,
music, and citations. P.E.
jumped into the circle by
teaching orienteering and how to
use a compass. The art therapist
worked with students to produce
PI mandelas which were
displayed in the round along the
main hall. Finally, at lunchtime,
the entire meal was prepared and
served: yes, you guessed it, in
CIRCLES!
-Will Galbreath and Jill Smith,
Chesapeake JDC

Post D Students Volunteer at Food Bank
The Newport News PostDispositional Program has had
another successful year
volunteering at the Virginia
Peninsula Food Bank in
Hampton Roads. Each month
the residents go to the food
bank to prepare back packs for
students that are part of the
SHARING
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reduced lunch program. The
back packs are provided for
the families to have food for
the weekends. In April, the
residents helped set up for
the yearly fund raiser Taste
of Hampton Roads. To end
the year supporting the food
bank, Post-Dispositional

has set up a food drive in
detention and in other
community service areas.
- Carol Baker, Newport News
JDS
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Reading Books and Loving It!
Walking through the halls of the
Commonwealth Center for Children and
Adolescents you will notice the brightly
decorated classroom doors. In one end of
the school you may spot a “Very Hungry
Caterpillar” or some steam punk designs
and in another end you may spot a beaker
full of book titles or a “ReadBox” rental
machine. The students and teachers are
talking about their favorite books and
authors using the doors as a catalyst for
the conversations.
One of the school wide goals this year
was to improve the school literacy
environment. Teachers and students have
highlighted some of their favorite books
and authors throughout the school. This
has fostered
discussion and
also served as
reminders for
students about
favorite books
of the past and
the present.

“The Hunger Games”
and other books in the
series is a popular
independent reading
choice for the students
at CCCA.

Books by Eric Carle
have long been treasured
by elementary students
so it is no surprise to see
this theme for the elementary classroom.

Since the door decorating has happened
I have noticed an increase in the books
that are being checked out of our school
library.
A school-wide poll has proven that
among the favorite books of students
are the “Hunger Games” by Suzanne
Collins, “Divergent” by Veronica Roth,
and the Harry Potter series by J.K.
Rowling. Among the staff and teachers
at CCCA some of the favorite books
have ranged from literary classics to
contemporary books. The most popular
author overall has been Dr. Seuss, a
timeless author that
lives on through his
zany works and tongue
-twisting words!
- Jennifer Whorrall,
CCCA

Read a book and save a
dollar by selecting a
book from the
“Readbox.” This is
appropriate for the
English classroom door
of CCCA.

Tweet About It!
In Mrs. S. Harris’s English
class, students at the RJDC have
been “tweeting” their reactions
to current events. Students have
an opportunity to voice their
opinions in 140 characters or
less about events that take place
all around the world. Responses
are then posted to the twitter
board along with the daily
hashtag#. The students are

thrilled to have the chance to
share their views with one
another. This is a unique way to
blend social media with
instruction and current events.
-Shona Harris, Richmond JDC

#RJDCROCKS !
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Reality Store at Loudoun
When most of us think about
money management, the last
people we would entrust with
financial planning would be
teenagers. However, Loudoun
County Juvenile Detention
Center students were given a
first-class financial planning
and budget management
training session on March 7 at
Reality Store, a personal
finance simulation exercise that
focused on financial literacy,
goal setting, and planning.
Reality Store, a combined effort
of Virginia Tech and Virginia

State University operating as
the Virginia Cooperative
Extension, gives students a
glimpse of their futures in an
interactive, exciting manner.
Students are given a set of life
circumstances, like a job with
its associated earnings and a
family profile, and they must
manage their funds to make
ends meet. They visit various
stations to “buy” the services
and goods they need, like
paying for rent, child care, and
transportation, for example,
with some even making careful

choices which allowed them to
save or invest their funds.
Ten community volunteers
came together to make this
event possible, and they
devoted one-on-one time to
giving each student sound
financial advice.
In the end, they hoped their
efforts encouraged LCJDC
students to evaluate their career
choices and, hopefully,
motivated them to pursue
higher education opportunities.
-Kristin Collis, Loudoun JDC

T-Shirts Driving Success
When the students come in PE
class at SVJC, we try to focus on
reaching and improving on
personal fitness for each student.
By giving students goals to work
towards, they can learn values
that are important in life. We
have 7 sets of T shirts students
can win including: Iron Man
Club, which focuses on activities geared toward muscle
strength and endurance. County
Fair, State Fair, and World Fair

are a series of fitness and
cardiovascular activities that get
harder as they increase. 100 Mile
T shirts, give students the option
of stationary cycling or running
and walking for a long term to
reach a 100 milestone. We also
have the Pedometer shirt that we
started this year which gives a 4
to 6 week range for students who
may not stay with us long to try to
reach a longer goal before release.
Each T shirt has 5 to 8 difficult

fitness challenges that have to be
met before a student can earn a T
shirt. The students really enjoy the
opportunity to work towards these
goals and are very proud of their
accomplishments. Overall, the
shirts allow students the
opportunity to build self-esteem
and a sense of accomplishment,
while improving fitness by setting
goals.
- Greg Campbell, Shenandoah
JDC

W.W. Moore Celebrates Teacher Appreciation Week
The week of May 5-9, 2014
was celebrated nationally as
Teacher Appreciation
Week. This week is set
aside to recognize and show
appreciation to teachers for
their dedication, hard work,
and sacrifices as they strive
to make a difference for
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students. During the week,
the faculty at W. W. Moore
was treated royally. Each
day the faculty received a
variety of treats such as
cards, candy, donuts, food
coupons, and soft drinks.
Several businesses donated
items to be given to teach-

ers during the week. The
biggest surprise came when
the Superintendent of
Schools, Dr. Edward
Newsome, sent a cake and
card to each school.
Everyone enjoyed the special week!
-Lillie Jacob, Danville JDC
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HEP and Children’s Hospital Benefit from Book Drive
2013 was the Year of the Snake
in China, but, for the HEP, it
might be called the Year of the
Book. Nothing could have
delighted us more than to learn
that UVA Children’s Hospital
was named the recipient for the
2013 Barnes and Noble Holiday
Book Drive, which ran from
November 1 – January 1. What
an exciting windfall! The
kick-off event for the Book
Drive, which was held on
November 2 at the
Charlottesville B&N store,
featured seven Children’s
Hospital faculty members
reading aloud their favorite
children’s books during special
Story Time. In conjunction with
the kick-off, an in-store Book
Fair was also held which directly

benefited the HEP.
Books, Nooks, and other items
donated during the Holiday
Book Drive will be distributed
throughout the UVA Children’s
Hospital, with the majority
going to the new Battle
Building. What better way to
capitalize on the building’s
theme of “learning and
discovery” than through 1800+
books designed to tap the
interest of every age level from
birth through young adult. In
addition, the Book Fair raised a
total of $725 to be used at the
discretion of the HEP.
Fundraising was never more
exciting or painless!
The HEP is deeply grateful to
B&N for their commitment to

childhood literacy and to their
local Children’s Hospital. The
HEP is also thankful for the
greater Charlottesville
community which supported this
project on a grand scale.
-Linda Drake, UVA Children’s
Hospital

“And upon this act,

Abraham Lincoln Visits Crater
Mr. Roy Thomas “Tom” Scott is
an Abraham Lincoln presenter
who spoke with the student body
about his life as a young man
growing up in Hardin County,
Kentucky. Abe moved to Indiana
in 1816 and lived there the rest of
his youth. Lincoln discussed with
the student body that he only had
one year of formal education but
had a passion for reading and
learning. He discussed his rise to
political power and his nomination
for president by the Republican
Party. Abe discussed with the
student body his political platform
denouncing disunion and calling
for the end of slavery. In
September 1862, Lincoln issued
the Emancipation Proclamation.
This document freed the slaves in
all Southern states. On April 14,

1865, Lincoln was
assassinated while attending a
play at Ford's Theater in
Washington, D.C. Actor John
Wilkes Booth shot him in the
back of the head before
jumping onto the stage and
escaping to Maryland. Lincoln
died on April 15th. Mr.
Lincoln passed out seven key
character traits which were the
foundation of his life and
career as President of the
United Stated his character
traits included; Honesty,
Courage, Hope, Compassion,
Trustworthy, Patriotism, and
Humility.
Roy Thomas Scott likeness to
Lincoln quickly takes you into
the 19th century America to

sincerely believed
to be an act of
justice, warranted
by the Constitution,
upon military

experience some of the
challenges Lincoln faced. Tom
becomes Abraham Lincoln to
engage audiences by walking
them back to the 19th century
to learn and to be entertained.

necessity, I invoke
the considerate
judgment of
mankind, and the
gracious favor of
Almighty God.“

-Ron Washington, Crater JDC

--January 1, 1863
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Bauman’s Bees
Teachers share their talents each
day with their students. John
Bauman has been sharing his
talents as a physical education
teacher for 37 years, 36 years at
the Commonwealth Center. On
Earth Day, Mr. John was able to
share one of his talents and
hobbies with his students,
beekeeping.
Mr. John demonstrated how
honeybees are such amazing
insects and their contributions to
the ecosystem. He described how
“very relaxing and rewarding it
is to be in the apiary (bee yard)
when the hive is humming along
almost oblivious to my
intrusions. I have had a few
anxious times with my bees but
especially now after a few years
of experience I usually feel like a
very special guest in a world that
is awe inspiring.” The students
were amazed by the activity and
buzz from the portable hive, the
tools used, and the sampling of
bee products.

as a boy from his father. He had
the opportunity to work his own
hives in Mt. Solon with his father
before his passing. John currently
has five hives of Italian and
Russian bees. He produces and
sells JBeez honey, soap, lotion, lip
balm.
His first experience with bees was
at age five. John was watching his
father clean the hives which
required the boy to be very still.
When John became antsy, he was
chased back to the house by some
guard bees but he wasn’t stung.
In reflecting on his career and his
bees, John shared that honey bees
are so team oriented—everyone
has a job and contributes in their

own special way just like the
team at CCCA. “Working here
is sometimes very difficult and
although I know we are having
an impact we don’t often get to
witness those successes. But
with my bees I get to watch a
hive survive a winter with just a
few thousand bees then
explode in growth and health to
around 60,000 bees by early
summer. It is an amazing
transformation that you never
get tired of witnessing.” Mr.
John’s students and colleagues
never tire of witnessing his
devotion to teaching.
-Breeta Heizer, CCCA

John Bauman and
his father working
one of the hives.

John learned about beekeeping

Chesapeake Students Encouraged By Local Officers
The Chesapeake Police and
the Chesapeake Office of the
Sheriff have been working
since March in collaboration
with the Chesapeake Juvenile
Service Center and the
Education Department to
provide mentoring and
positive role models to the
Post-Disposition students.
Once weekly, the officers and
the deputies alternate to take
one hour of their personal
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time to come into class and
work with students to
discuss goals, self image,
decision–making, and
gangs. Some of the officers
and deputies already are
familiar with a few
students. This interaction
provides an opportunity for
students to change their
impression of law
enforcement, as they get to
know the challenges and

hurdles that the officers and
deputies have overcome in
their lives. The hope is that,
once the students are back in
the community, they would
be more respectful of the law
and feel comfortable
approaching law
enforcement and seeing them
as a helping resource.
-John Kren, Chesapeake
JDC
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Cultivating Our Garden and Our Residents

Blue Ridge Juvenile Detention
Center is not only dedicated to
cultivating our gardens, but our
residents as well. To help with
this process, many of our

residents participate in
gardening activities as a means
to learn valuable therapeutic
skills and to understand the
importance of contributing to
our surrounding community.
Our greenhouse and gardens are
used to plant and raise various
types of plants to donate to
Habitat for Humanity. In
addition, to enhance these
services, we are planning to
complete the assembly of our
second greenhouse, and to
create a stone walkway between

our existing greenhouse and the
new one. Without the generous
donations from Piedmont
Master Gardeners, Virginia
Cooperative Extension and the
Rivanna Garden Club these
projects would be next to
impossible to achieve. With
sincerity, we say thank-you to
these organizations and to all
contributing staff at BRJD.
-John Sellers, Blue Ridge JDC

W.W. Moore Host Spring Wellness Check
On Saturday, April 26, 2014,
from 1:00-4:30 p.m. the faculty
hosted a special event for
parents. Parents were invited to
meet and have conferences with
teachers as a follow-up to report
cards that were sent home on
April 22, 2014. The parents
appreciated the opportunity to
talk to the teachers about their

child’s progress. Teachers also
offered parents suggestions for a
smooth transition when students
return to their home school. In
addition to being able to meet
with the teachers, a free
wellness check was made
available for parents. The school
nurse provided blood pressure
and blood glucose screenings.

Refreshments were also
provided.
- Dr. Pat Davis, Danville, JDC

Kites Take Shape at Bristol
During enrichment classes, students at
HJDC enjoyed creating tetrahedrons
using straws, tissue paper, ribbon, and
glue. Students examined visuals of
different polyhedra and learned that a
tetrahedron is the smallest polyhedron.
They practiced assembling flat
drawings into three dimensional cubes
and tetrahedrons. Each student
constructed an individual tissue paper
tetrahedron. Next they worked in
groups combining the individual

tetrahedrons into a larger kite shaped
structure as shown in the picture.
Students used formulas for surface area
and volume of three-dimensional
objects to solve mathematical problems.
I first saw examples of these paper
tetrahedrons hanging from the ceiling in
local high school classroom, during a
literacy training that I presented. I
found the information for assembling
the tetrahedrons on the following
websites: Mathematics and Economics:

Connections for Life http://www.mesasjsu.org/
pdf/Tret_kite.pdf and Illuminations Resources
for Teaching Math http://
illuminations.nctm.org/Lesson.aspx?id=2121
-Jewell Cardwell, Highlands JDC
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Tech Savvy
Are you using technology to
enhance instruction, or to
transform instruction? One
professional learning
community (PLC) at the
Commonwealth Center for
Children and Adolescents
(CCCA) has been working all
year to fully understand and
answer this question!
Technology is being used daily
by every CCCA teacher; from
presenting historical events on
SMART boards or math
problems online, to taking
interactive virtual field trips to
Carnegie Hall, the dentist, or
the bowling alley, teachers are
stretching instruction beyond
the boundaries usually
encountered in a controlled
educational environment like
CCCA.

This could also mean using
“old” technology in ways not
previously discovered. The
focus of the group was to
experiment with a different
type of technology in the
classroom each month.
Teachers shared successes,
new finds, and critiques of
how technology-based
instructional methods worked
with various student
populations.
Through self-reflection, group
members informally assessed
student engagement while
using the chosen technology,
student reaction to its use, and
student learning outcomes.
This was in comparison to
previously-used and more

familiar forms of instruction. A
common thread of thought
throughout the year was that
using technology for
technology’s sake was not in the
best interest of students or
teachers. Technology is a tool
to be used for both enhancement
and transformation. All
instruction, no matter what tools
are used, need to meet the
learning needs of the students.
Some methods work for most,
some methods work for many,
and some methods work for just
a few. In this setting, meeting
the needs of individual students
remains the focus, with or
without technology.
- Debbie Combs, CCCA

The Technology PLC’s goal
was to identify and incorporate
new technology into classroom
instruction for its members.

Art Uniting People
Art Students from the Northern
Virginia Juvenile Detention
Center School participated in an
art show that celebrates
recovery, creativity and mental
health awareness. The
exhibition called “Art Uniting
People” is sponsored by the
Anti-Stigma HOPE Campaign,
and can be seen in three
traveling showcases throughout
the following year in
Alexandria, Virginia. This
exhibition was created to shed
light on mental health issues in
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the community and to foster
understanding by bringing
artists and community members
together. This unique art
exhibition helps create a
dialogue between participating
artists to share their personal
stories with community and
brings into focus the
commonalities we share.
Artists from the detention center
created paintings on a variety of
topics that personally affect
them in some way: mental
illness, addiction, as well as

developmental and intellectual
disorders. Students from the
New Beginnings Post-D
Program were able to attend the
opening reception, meet other
artists, and discuss their artwork
with other exhibiting artists and
community members. Our
students enjoyed being a part of
their own community and felt
the warm support of other
exhibitors and family members.
-Kathleen Fitzpatrick, NOVA
JDC
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Film Screening at Richmond
In March, students at the
Richmond JDC had the privilege
of hosting a private screening of
the movie Troop 491:
Adventures of the Muddy
Lions. The film was written and
produced by filmmaker
Praheme, who is a native of
Richmond, VA. Most of the
movie was filmed in the very
neighborhoods that many of the
students at Richmond JDC call
home. The film promotes a
positive message of, “choices,
chances, and consequences,”

and follows the main character,
Tristan Foster, as he makes
several critical decisions. One of
those decisions is to join Boy
Scout troop 491 where he makes
new friends who help him along
his path.
Praheme was also on hand to
conduct a question and answer
session with the students after
screening the movie. He asked
thought provoking questions
about choices, chances and
consequences, and rewarded the
students with prizes. The
students also asked questions

about his filmmaking
experience. Several of the
students even expressed their
interest in acting and
filmmaking! For more
information about the film, visit
www.troop491-movie.com.
- Sidney Gunter, Richmond
JDC

The Science of Health
It’s been all over the news. It’s
legal in several states. It’s a
topic on which almost everyone
has a strong opinion. But what
does scientific research say
about the effects of marijuana
on the adolescent brain? Mr.
Adams (PE/Health) and Mr.
Sellers (Science) captured
students’ attention by
collaboratively teaching a lesson
using National Geographic’s

Drugged/Marijuana, Cocaine,
and Ecstasy: See What Happens
Inside a Body on Drugs.
Students watched a portion of
the DVD and completed a
reading guide. They also read
current events and held group
discussions after watching,
listening, reading and writing.
The goal was to provide
students with as much accurate
information as possible and to

correct any misinformation
they may have had.
Students and teachers both
found the lesson engaging
and interesting and
teachers look forward to
completing it with new
residents in the future.
- Laurie Cooper, Blue Ridge JDC

A Delegate’s Visit
Virginia Delegate Lionell Spruill,
Sr., visited Chesapeake Juvenile
Service Center as part of the
Center’s Black History Program
in February. Delegate Spruill
addressed the students and staff,
giving a brief description of his
background growing up in the
Norfolk/ Chesapeake area as one
of the youngest of sixteen
children. Del. Spruill also shared
how one of his early teachers

encouraged him to overcome a
speech impediment and be the
best he could be. He told the
story of the founder of “Famous
Amos” cookies while his son
Clayton Spruill, the new
Education Supervisor at CJSC,
handed out samples of the
‘famous’ product. He then
addressed questions such as what
Delegates do and how laws are
passed; and his views on current

topics. He encouraged the
student to make the best of their
circumstances, learn from past
mistakes, and make good choices
in life. This was the first time
that a Delegate had addressed the
student population.
- John Kren, Chesapeake JDC
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“What goals do you
have in life?
Where do you see
yourself in 4 years?
When will you chase
after your ambitions?
How will you reach
for your dreams?”

“Determined” Students
Art classes at Roanoke
Valley Juvenile Detention
Center and New River Valley
Juvenile Detention Home
recently completed a unit
using the I'm Determined web
site and its self advocacy
resources. First we started
with ancient technology,
paper and pencils, and then
we moved up to modern
Microsoft Office applications.
Students were asked to
compare where they were 4
years ago to where they are
today. Students then drew
pictures of their future 4 years
from now in 2018. The I'm
Determined “ONE PAGER”
Program was then used, as
well as the guidance
questions, to create a three

panel brochure in Microsoft
Office Publisher using free clip
art to illustrate each students
strengths, needs, and ambitions.
We also targeted who in our
lives and communities could
help us attain theses goals.
Many students also completed
the “GOOD DAY” plan from
the site. This was a useful
exercise in determining what
helps each of us have a good
day at home, in detention, or at
school. We then focused on the
parts each of us could control
and which parts we would need
to ask others to do for us.
Sometimes a good day was as
easy as listening to music or
talking to a friend on the phone.
The I'm Determined web site is
familiar to Special Education

professionals, but we have
found its resources useful to
write about, talk about and
draw about for all students. I
encourage all teachers and
therapists to check it out at
www.imdetermined.org. It is a
great tool to help focus on the
transition from being in
detention to being on the
outside and things a student
might do differently, less of, or
more of, for better outcomes in
the future.
-Jennifer Legaz, Roanoke and
New River Valley JDH

Proud National Endowment for the Humanities Award Recipient
Byron Brown, the social studies
teacher at Northern Virginia
Juvenile Detention Center School
has been awarded a National
Endowment for the Humanities
Award. Brown has been accepted
into the NEH Summer Institute
for teachers at the State
University of New York at
Brockport. The weeklong
seminar is entitled, “The
Rochester Reform Trail:
Women’s Right, Religion, and
Abolitions on the Genesee River
and the Erie Canal.”
In a competitive contest, Brown
was one of 30 teachers selected
from around the United States to
participate in the summer
seminar. Dr. Jose Torre, Director
of the NEH Landmark Workshop
notes: “The application pool this
year was particularly deep in
regional diversity and quality.
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We received 175 applications from
teachers around the country, all of
them keenly interested in American
history and education.”
The seminar will focus on five
themes: technological and
economic change and its
relationship to reform movement,
the rise of religious reform in
western New York—particularly
the activism of Presbyterian
minister Charles Finney, Frederick
Douglass’s editorial career
between 1847 and 1872, women
rights activism and the Seneca
Falls Convention of 1848 and
Susan B. Anthony, her efforts for
women’s suffrage, and the
Fifteenth Amendment. When
asked of Brown in his application
essay, “Why the Reform Trail?”
one response states: “Of Anthony,
of Douglass, and of Finney, I might
not be able to walk in their sacred,

patriotic and reforming shoes;
but I am certainly willing to
walk in the path they paved
and served as trailblazers in
learning and reforming
American history in regards to
promoting gender and racial
equality on the greatest land
on the earth.”
The Institute will take place
from July 20, 2014 to July 26,
2014 and Brown will receive
a $1200 stipend for his
participation.
-Julie Crawford, Northern
Virginia JDC
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Science Class Head Outdoors
After a long and grueling
winter, science classes at SVJC
have finally been able to head
outdoors to apply their science
skills. In past years, students
have planted a vegetable garden.
This year, shelter students are
learning about the composition
of soil, the differences between
annual and perennial plants, and
the importance of insects and
earthworms in a garden’s
ecosystem. In the fall, students
planted bulbs and discussed

how they would bloom in the
spring. Just as predicted, when
we arrived at our garden, a
beautiful display of tulips were
awaiting us. Students enhanced
the garden by planting the
perennials in the remaining
raised gardens and are now
responsible for taking care of
the flowers throughout the
spring and summer.
-Mary Ann Plogger,
Shenandoah Valley JDC

Farewell and Good Luck to Our Fearless Leader!

Teri Sumey has been the principal at the
Commonwealth Center for Children and
Adolescents for 15 years and has become
such an integral part of the education
program. After 38 years in education, Teri
has decided to retire from education and
begin a new journey in her life.
Teri has worn many different hats in her
38 years of experience serving as a special education teacher at the elementary
level, an educational diagnostician, IEP
coordinator, director of special education,
and finally the principal of CCCA. Teri
has worked with students over the years
with intellectual disabilities, emotional
disabilities, and learning disabilities; her

experiences with children and adults are goodbyes this year, but I know that she
amazing and she will be greatly missed is excited for the next part of her jourhere at the Center.
ney. When asked about her plans for
retirement, I have a feeling she will
Teri recalls one of the most memorable
events at CCCA where the teachers and have no problem staying busy. She has
goals to run in a 5K, go on mission
staff really worked together. At one
trips, and getting trained to serve as a
point the basement of the building
flooded and wiped out the mechanical
child care provider in times of disaster.
system. All of the patients and supplies There are simple pleasures that she is
had to be relocated to a small space on
also excited about: she is looking
the Western State Hospital grounds.
forward to having a leisurely cup of hot
Teri remembers, “In two days the
tea (anyone who knows Teri, knows
education staff moved supplies, set up
that she likes her hot tea!) in the
classrooms, and was ready to begin
mornings and enjoying the beauty of the
holding classes. It was quite an
experience for everyone.” Teri also
day without having to rush right out the
remembers a time when CCCA was not door! We wish you all the best Ms.
included in the state budget and
Teri!
everyone thought it may have to close
its doors. “It was great to see how the
community and supporters across the
- Jennifer Whorrall, CCCA
state advocated for us to stay open,” it
was just one of many instances in
which team work and community
support made her proud to work in the
education program.
We will all miss Teri when we say our
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Charlottesville
high school art
students
collaborate with
Blue Ridge
Detention in an
interactive “Pen
and Pal” Picasso
project!

Collaborative Art
Ms. VanYahres, BRJD’s Art Teacher, also
coaches soccer for Charlottesville High School.
Last year, one of her student athletes became
interested in Ms. VanYahres’ “day job” and
asked some general questions about detention.
The student was excited to hear students at
BRJD participated in Art class, as she is an
artist herself. She felt strongly that students at
BRJD should be supported and encouraged by
students in public schools. After some thought
and consideration, she designed an Art “Pen
Pal” project. She submitted a formal proposal
to Ms. VanYahres, Ms. Cooper (BRJD
Principal), and Mr. Edwards (BRJD
Superintendent). The proposal was approved
and during the 2013 – 2014 school year, BRJD
and CHS students have collaborated on an Art
project.
First, the student selected a famous piece of art
(Picasso’s Guernica). She then “gridded” a

picture of the famous painting and assigned
each square in the grid a letter/number.
Throughout the year, students at both schools
have painted squares assigned to them. The
squares have been passed back and forth
between BRJD and CHS and students have been
able to critique and complement each other’s
work. The young lady who designed the project
will next collect and assemble all squares and
display the work in the Charlottesville area.
In order to maintain confidentiality, no student
names have been released during this project.
However, students have been genuinely
invested and interested in this project and are
excited to see the final outcome.
-Marcelle VanYahres, Blue Ridge JDC

What an amazing year in State Operated Programs!
Thank you to all of the contributors of this year’s newsletter—from support
staff to principals and teachers! You are awesome!
I also thank you for allowing me the opportunity to share the wonderful events
and accomplishments from each of your centers. I’m in constant awe of the
work that our SOPs participate in throughout the year. We are a very busy
group of educators in Virginia!
Thank you for all that you do for your community and students. Each of you contributes to the
success of SOPs through your hard work and dedication. I’m often reminded how blessed we are
to work with this talented team of professionals and educators. State Operated Programs across
Virginia continues to inspire not only each other, but also other staff and educators around the
state. Great job everyone!
I look forward to another exciting year in 2014-2015! Have a wonderful summer!
Cailin Richardson, SOP State Office
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Submit articles in MSWord
format to:
sharingourprogress@gmail.com

State Operated Programs

A few guidelines for articles:

Thanks to everyone who submitted articles
for the Sharing Our Progress newsletter this

1.

Provide articles that are 75-200 words in
length. If you have more information to

year!

offer the field, include your email so that
you may be contacted.

Articles must be submitted the 15th day of
the month before the publication.

2.

article.

Newsletters will be published on the
1st of October, December, March, and
June.

Provide author’s name at the end of the

3.

Submit graphics as JPGs or GIFs.

4.

Submitted articles written by you or your
staff.

Thanks for all your support and contributions to our newsletter!!
We look forward to hearing from you all again this fall!
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